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First World War 
 
Introduction
Great Britain declared war on Germany at 11pm on 
August 4th 1914. What happened next is well 
described in other sources. But what happened in 
Malton? For sure, war was not unexpected and 
when it came, word would have spread from those 

who had heard on the radio or read in the national 
newspapers. The leader of the Malton Messenger, 
8th August 1914 summed up the circumstances for 
Maltonians:  

 
The cloud has burst, Germany has "run amok" and we are in a state 
of war. The possibility of a conflagration throughout Europe has 
long been predicted and apprehended with a veiled fear, and 
despite England's diplomacy the sword is thrust into her unwilling 

hand. During the present week events have moved with sensational rapidity, war has spread from a foreign 
land to our own country, and instead of watching the awful drama from a distance we are forced into taking 
a hand in it. Last week the issue was only beginning to emerge, to-day it is plain to the man-in-the-street that 
the hour for grips with Germany has arrived, that the Kaiser has taken off the mask and clearly shown that it 
is not a question of Servia nor of Russia, but a question of isolating England in order that when isolated she 
will be placed under German dictation. During the last few months Germany and Austria have used every 
possible influence to secure the neutrality of England, yet it is against Britain that their blow is chiefly aimed, 
Servia being the chief obstacle to the Austro-German advance towards the Mediterranean and the 
establishment of German control of the Balkans, Dardanelles, Asia Minor and the land and sea routes to Egypt 
and India. After the statement of Sir Edward Grey on Monday it was realised by the country that it was 
scarcely possible for England to keep out of the struggle so wantonly provoked, and the declaration of war 
issued by this country was the inevitable outcome of Germany's invasion of Belgium. Neither the quarrel nor 
the war is of our seeking; we tried to avert it, endeavoured to prevent it from spreading, but failed. The 
Government has a gigantic task before it, and it is the duty of every citizen to make that task as light as 
possible. No one would question the object which the promoters of the peace meeting held in Malton had in 
view, but it would seem as a whisper in a hurricane to cry peace when there is no peace, and when war has 
been forced on every household. There are those who would have preferred to have been at war with another 
of the Powers rather than Germany, on the ground of German culture, but it is the German Government's 
policy that matters. Germany may love the arts of peace, but she would also seem to be a keen student of 
the arts of war. From the moment that Germany refused to respect the neutrality of Belgium, England was 
involved whether she fought or not, and however much we may have desired to keep out of the struggle at 
all costs, duty clearly pointed to a united front to the outside world. There may be a few voices of discontent, 
but England as a whole is satisfied, and although she has not entered into the war with a light heart, she is 
ready and resolute, holding Germany to blame. In such a crisis, and after our brave soldiers and sailors have 
gallantly responded to the call of arms, it is well that we should cast a glance around at home. The places of 
those who have gone must be filled, and in a district like Malton we must not forget the harvest field. Already 
some farmers are in need of men to take the places of those who have gone to defend their country, and it 
is to be hoped that those who are unemployed will go the assistance of the farmers and of themselves. None 
with a spark of patriotism in them or a sense of individual and national duty would require to be asked. We 
also commend for thoughtful consideration the letter from Mr Hugh W. Pearson, which we publish 
elsewhere.  
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Recruitment 
 

Perhaps the most iconic recruitment poster from 
the First World War is that shown above © IWM 
(Art.IWM PST 2734). However, it was not widely 
circulated outside London and it is doubtful that the 
men in Malton would have seen it! 
 
In the early days of the First World War, recruitment 
was by gentle persuasion. The government was 
opposed to conscription, yet needed to attract a 
high number of recruits to provide the size of army 
they thought necessary to win the war. Early tactics 
included extending the upper age limit, publishing 
lists of those local men who had already 
volunteered, and including questions in recruitment 
advertising such as 'What will you say in years to 
some when people ask you where did you serve in 
the Great War?'. The desirability of conscription 
frequently raised its head. Prompted by the slowing 

of voluntary recruitment, a National Registration 
Act was passed in July 1915. This required all those 
aged between 15 and 65 and not already in military 
service to register, together with details of their 
employment. 
 
Lord Derby proposed that each man could attest for 
military service and be grouped' depending on his 
age and marital status. Then each 'group' would be 
called up, those comprising single men before those 
comprising married men. This scheme was 
abandoned within a short time as it did not produce 
the required numbers of volunteers. In January 
1916 the Military Service Bill initiated conscription 
of single men aged 19-41. In May 1916 the lower 
age limit became 18 and the scope extended to 
married men. In April 1918 the upper age limit was 
extended to 50. 
 
Men (or their employers) who felt they should be 
exempt from the conscription due to poor health, 
potential damage to their business, family hardship 
or a conscientious objection had to apply to a local 
tribunal, which would decide whether or not they 
should be conscripted. 
 
If you have a family member who served in the army 
in the First world War then it may be interesting to 
know exactly when he enlisted as that may suggest 
whether he volunteered or was subjected to the 
Derby scheme or conscription via the Military 
Service Act 1916. The advertisements on the next 
page suggest the emotive persuasion men were 
subjected to at the time. 
 
Captain Behrens was appointed the recruitment 
officer for the Malton district.  A deep sense of 
patriotism and a tremendously enthusiastic Captain 
Behrens ensured enlistment got off to a good start 
in Malton. Advertisements directed the would be 
soldiers to Captain Behrens at the Drill Hall in Old 
Maltongate. 
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Recruitment Advertisements 
 

Malton’s first recruitment 
advertisement. 

Age criteria extended from 19 to 
30 years, to 19 to 35 years. 

 

  

For a short period, the names of 
those who had enlisted got into the 
newspapers under the heading 
'Young men who are serving their 
country' Regulars: Maurice Bell, RFA, 
Newbiggin, Malton; William Ernest 
Dale, RFA, Market Street, Malton; 
John Hardcastle Sturdy, Reserve 
Battalion, 14th West Yorkshire, 1 
Primrose Yard, Malton; Robert 
Craven, RFA, 16 Middlecave Road, 
Malton. Territorials (H. Co., 5th 
Battalion Princess Of Wales Own 
Yorks Regmnt.): Eric Gibson, 59 
Newbiggin, Malton; Cyril Allison, 2 
St. Leonard's Lane, Malton; Harry 
Train, 31 Greengate, Malton; George 
Arthur Cranitch Archibald Simpson, 
46 Greengate, Malton 

Malton Messenger, 22 August 1914 Malton Messenger, 5 September 1914 Malton Messenger, September 12th 1914 

Emotional Persuasion Casting the Net Wider And Even Wider 

   

Malton Messenger, 6 February 1915 Yorkshire Gazette, 26 June 1915. Malton Messenger, 30 October 1915 
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The Military Service Act 1916 
 

 
 

This Act introduced conscription and came into 
effect on 2nd March, 1916. Above is the nationally 
used poster communicating the requirements of 
the Act and inviting men to enlist © IWM (Art.IWM 
PST 5161) 

 Tribunals 
On encountering conscription, men had the 
opportunity to apply for exemption from military 
service at the Malton Military Service Tribunal. 
Exemption could be applied for under one or more 
of the following grounds: 
 
(a) That it is expedient in the national interests that 
the man should, instead of being employed in 
military service, be engaged in other work in which 
he is habitually engaged 
(b) That it is expedient in the national interests 
that the man should, instead of being employed in 
military service, be engaged in other work which 
he wishes to be engaged 
(c) If he is being educated or trained for any work, 
that it is expedient in the national interests that, 
instead of being employed in military service, he 
should continue to be so educated or trained 
(d) That serious hardship would ensure if the man 
were called up for Army service, owing to his 
exceptional financial or business obligations or 
domestic position 
(e) Of ill-health or infirmity 
(f) Of conscientious objection to the undertaking 
of combatant service 
(g) That the principal and usual occupation of the 
man is one of those included in the list of 
occupations certified by Government 
Departments for exemption 
 
 

 
Examples of Tribunal Hearings 
There were reports of Tribunal proceedings in the 
local newspapers but names were not mentioned: 
 
At the meeting of the Malton Tribunal yesterday, 
application for exemption was made on behalf of a 
horseman and market gardener. Exemption was 
granted for three months, but the military 
representative said in all cases where temporary 
exemptions were granted, it should be understood 
that the employer should make an effort to find a 
substitute, and in applying for a renewal of the 
exemption proof of such effort should be produced 
to the tribunal. Mr. H.W. Pearson, who presided, 
stated that he had drawn the attention of the Local 

Government Board to the fact that in the case of 
non-attested single men who had been granted 
temporary exemptions, they had two months after 
their exemption expired in which to renew the 
application for exemption, whereas the attested 
single men must apply for exemption within seven 
days of being called up. That was placing the 
voluntarily attested man in a worse position than 
the conscript. The Local Government Board agreed 
with Mr Pearson’s view. [1]  
 
At a meeting of the Malton tribunal in October 
1916, the Military Representative, Captain Behrens, 
applied for the revision of exemption certificates of 
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four employees of a Malton corn merchants. He 
objected to the exemption of one of the firm's 
travellers, a single man aged 34 who had recently 
got married. The firm's representative said that if 
the traveller were taken the mill would have to close 
down. Captain Behrens said the firm ought to have 
taken steps to replace the man, and if they had done 
that at the beginning of the war then they would not 
be in their present position. The application of the 
Military representative that the exemption be 
withdrawn was granted. [2]  
 
The Malton Urban Tribunal held on Monday its third 
sitting within eight days. The cases which came 
before it were those of men coming within the 
extended military age. An agricultural engineer (43) 
who is in charge of the fire brigade and also a special 
constable, made the interesting statement that he 
had taken out a patent for a new method of 
propulsion for steamships, which had been taken up 
by a large firm of steamship owners. His only hobby 
was pigeon racing, and in this connection he 
claimed to be fulfilling a duty of national 
importance, for since November, 1914, the whole of 
his pigeons had been on loan to the Admiralty, and 
were used for carrying messages from mine 
sweepers and patrol boats. In addition, he had four 
traction engines on loan to the Government, and his 
firm had to keep them in repair. He had six children. 

Six months exemption was granted. A brewer's 
engine and boiler man (46), grade one, who has a 
very delicate wife, was granted three months; a milk 
and coal dealer (44), two months; and an 
ironmonger (44), grade two, six months. [3] 
 
In certain circumstances, those dis-satisfied with 
the decision of the Malton Military Tribunal could 
take a case to the North Riding Appeal Tribunal. The 
appellant could be the conscripted man, his 
employer, his father, mother, brother or the 
Military Representative from the local tribunal. 
Although due to the likely sensitive nature of these 
cases, the Government ordered that all tribunal 
material should be destroyed. Due to an oversight, 
many of the papers for the North Riding Appeal 
tribunal survived and there is a searchable index on 
the North Riding County Record Office website. In 
case 1361, Thomas Ringrose appealed that his 
employee, William Cockerill, wheelwright, aged 20, 
should be exempt as he had been unable to find a 
replacement and he was essential to the business. 
The Malton tribunal had noted that he had been 
given temporary exemption previously and that as a 
single attested man he should by now have joined 
the army. Dismissed. The Malton cases show a wide 
range of personal circumstances but invariably 
decisions were upheld

Conscientious Objection 
In January 1916, the Military Service Act introduced 
conscription. It included a 'conscience clause' 
permitting men, on moral grounds, to object to 
being called up. Such men had to prove their case, 
normally in front of a tribunal. 

Claims for exemption on 
conscientious grounds 
had to be made to the 
Malton tribunal. Such 
claims would cause 
great interest among 

people in the town. Here, left is a column heading 
from the Malton Messenger of 3 June, 1916. 
 
Applicants faced some rigorous questioning - Some 
curious facts were revealed at the sitting of the 

Malton Tribunal on Monday night, when two claims 
for total exemption on conscientious grounds were 
heard. Application in the first case was a butcher's 
slaughterman, who said he objected to all wars, 
holding that human life was sacred. He said he 
belonged to the No-Conscription Fellowship 
Association, and had held the views since the war 
began. The other conscientious objector was a 
young man, who said he had charge of 200 sheep. 
He said he was a Socialist. The Chairman said neither 
applicant had given proof that their conscientious 
objectives were bonafide. Both had adopted their 
views since the outbreak of war. The applications 
were refused. [4]  
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The Effect on Business  As more men 

enlisted some 
businesses began to 
find it difficult to 
provide the services to 
which their customers 
had become used to. 
The Malton grocers 

published this collective announcement in the 
Malton Messenger of 15 May 1915. 
 

A large number of 
young men were 
employed before the 
war in retail activities, 
for example serving, 
collating orders and 
delivery. The 
advertisement on the 
left from the Malton 
Messenger, 8 April 
1916, hints at the 

difficulties experienced by the proprietors and 
ultimately the customers. 
 

Individual businesses made 
their own announcements. 
This announcement was 
made in the Malton 
Messenger of 15 May 1915.  
 
The farms also had 
difficulties, much of the 
regular work not being 
entirely suited to those not 
on military service. One of 
the biggest problems was 

that the declaration of war came just before the 
harvest started. Men enlisting and leaving for army 
training left a big gap in the farming labour force. 
The newspapers carried details of a continuing 
debate about the suitability of women and children 
to help with the harvest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wider War Effort 
While some enlisted others did what they could and 
a strong community spirit ensured Maltonians 
rallied around the war effort. On Saturday 15th 
August there was a meeting of Malton Employers in 
the Malton Museum. It was unanimously agreed 
that employees who join the forces should have 
their places reserved, and for married employees 
half wages of not less than 10s and not more than 
15s per week would be paid [5]  
 
Those in charge of the Malton Savings Bank 
anticipated Maltonians withdrawing large sums of 
money and went to great lengths to reassure their 
customers that there was no need to withdraw 
more money than necessary for normal needs and 
received a guarantee from the government that 
'they will be prepared to supply the Bank with as 
much Money as may be required to meet all 
demands.' [6]  

A Malton Women's War Clothing Guild met 
regularly at the Friends Meeting House, knitting and 
sewing clothing for the soldiers [7] 
 
During war time employment existed for 70 or 80 
women and a number of soldiers at the Main Sack 
Depot in Railway-st in what was the Old Malton 
Biscuit Company's factory. Work ceased in the first 
week of February 1919 [8]  
 
The Malton and Norton Co-operative Society 
offered to ‘present free 1/2 lb of tobacco or 
cigarettes to every man from Malton, Norton or Old 
Malton now serving with the Expeditionary Force. 
Will friends kindly call at the stores and give the 
names of the soldier, number and regiment, when 
the above present will be duly despatched FREE OF 
DUTY AND POSTAGE [9]  
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Casualties 
 

News of those killed 
or wounded normally 
arrived in a letter 
from the 
Commanding Officer 
to the next of kin. The 
amount of 
information given as 
to circumstances and 
injuries would vary 
greatly, but never 
give the detailed 
location, often 
referring to 'in the 
field' or 'in France'.  

 
For some families 
more than one 
member may have 
been on active service 
and this introduces 
the possibility of 
getting multiple sets 
of news. Sometimes 
news arrived via a 
colleague of the 
soldier killed or 
wounded. Segt. W.E. 
'Tim' Dale died of 

wounds in France. [10] Sometimes there was a little 
confusion as rumour circulated about deaths and 
casualties. The Dale family had a drapery store at 3-
5 Market Street and had lost another son in 
September 1915  
 
It was not unusual for a wounded soldier to receive 
medical attention and be sent back to the front. 
 

The term ‘shell shock’ 
was initially used in the 
context of those 
exposed to exploding 
shells. However, 
frequently there were 
no physical signs of 
injury consistent with 

the symptoms. It was gradually realised that these 
men were suffering from the trauma of what they 
had experienced. There was little sympathy for the 
sufferers among colleagues or medical staff with 
mutterings of cowardice and insubordination and 
'treatments' of a stern talking to, solitary 
confinement, electric shock and disciplinary action. 
Newspaper mention regarding Gunner EH Fish 
taken from the Malton Messenger, 5 February 1916 
 

 
Missing and Prisoners 
All too frequent reports of a loved one being taken 
prisoner or missing would cause painful thoughts of 
where are they and how are they? There are a 
number of Malton and district soldiers missing, but 
news is constantly coming through that one or 
another is a prisoner of war; and so relatives are 
heartened by the thought that their men, too, may 
be alive, though nothing has been heard from them. 
The latest Maltonian of whom word has been 
received it Pte. Wallace Piercy, son of Mr. Charles 
Piercy, joiner and cabinet maker, and Mrs. Piercy, 

Victoria-rd., Malton, who had been missing for 
about three months. A letter has been received 
from him this week saying that he is a prisoner in 
Germany. He is an old boy of Malton Grammar 
School, and one of the most promising young 
workers of Malton Wesleyan Church [11]  
 
Lance-Corpl. W. Cook, West Yorkshire Regiment, of 
Malton, is one of 396 men of his regiment who are 
missing [12]  
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The Wounded 
Many would be treated in field hospitals in the 
vicinity of the battlefronts. Those able to be 
transported back to England may have received 
treatment at Swinton Grange, the home of Major 
and Mrs Behrens, where they would be cared for by 
the Red Cross. Injured soldiers would arrive in 

batches at the station. The Malton Messenger of 31 
October 1914 reports the arrival of 15 wounded 
British soldiers at the station and their greeting by a 
vast crowd. This may have been the first group to 
come to Malton. 

 
The Bombardment of Scarborough 
Beginning at 8am on Wednesday 16 December 1914 
two German battleships, Derfflinger and Von der 
Tann, bombarded the undefended Yorkshire 
seaside town of Scarborough for about half an hour. 
During that short period over 500 shells rained 
down on the castle and town, killing 17 inhabitants 
and injuring many more. Houses right across the 
town had walls blown out, roofs ripped off and 
windows smashed by shellfire and there was 
widespread panic as people quite understandably 
thought the bombardment was the precursor to a 
German invasion.  

The bombardment could be heard at Malton, 22 
miles away. A large number of Scarborough 
refugees arrived in Malton, and their first cry was 
for clothes and food. Mrs. G.H. Stephenson, the wife 
of the Malton stationmaster, rendered kindly 
assistance, and later the parties were taken to the 
Malton Parish Hall, where a number of ladies under 
Mrs. A.L. Russell (wife of the chairman of the Malton 
Urban Council) attended to their comforts, and 
found quarters for them [13]  

 
Armistice 
 

 

The momentous news for which the world had so 
long waited, that the armistice had been signed, was 
made known to the inhabitants of Malton and Norton 
on Monday morning through the medium of a notice 
in the Malton Messenger Office window … 
Underlying the feeling of thankfulness was the sense 
of loss which this district has sustained through the 
large number of her bravest sons who have laid down 
their lives in order that we may enjoy peace, and a 
sense of the great debt owing to them was ever 
present in the celebrations. Within a remarkably 
short time bunting appeared on all sides and by 
dinner time the streets had quite a festive 
appearance resembling more than anything else 
horse procession day. Then after a silence of over 
four years the bells of St. Leonard's burst forth in 
merry peals attuning one's hearts to their infectious 
melody. 

Malton Messenger, 16 November 1918 
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Appendix – Killed, Wounded, Missing and Prisoners 
 
Killed 
SEC.-LIEUT. W.E. LONGSTER, Cheshire Regiment, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Longster, of Cemetery Road, 
Malton, is reported to have been killed by a shot 
from a trench mortar. Prior to the war Sec. Lieut. 
Longster was a journalist on the staff of the "Malton 
Messenger." He enlisted as a private in the 5th 
Yorkshire Regiment, rose tot he rank of sergeant, 
and was later given a commission in the Leicester 
Rgt., being later transferred to the Cheshire 
Regiment. He only went to the Front about a month 
ago. The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 5 
August 1916 
 
The news was received today of the death of 
another Malton soldier, Private Charles Burini, of 
the 2nd West Yorkshire Regiment, who died at the 
base hospital at Boulogne on March 20th from 
wounds received in action. Burini was well known at 
Malton. His late father was drill-instructor for many 
years of the local company of the 2nd Volunteer 
Battalion of the Yorkshire Regiment, after which he 
was school-attendance officer at Malton for a long 
period. Altogether, six soldiers from Malton and 
Norton have been killed in the war up to the 
present, besides two sailors. Yorkshire Evening Post, 
26 March 1915 
 
News reached Malton yesterday that Sergeant 
Albert Victor Craven, of the Green Howards 
Regiment, has been killed at the Dardanelles. 
Deceased was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Craven, of 
Greengate, Malton, and had served seven years in 
the Green Howards, rejoining his old regiment on 
the outbreak of the war. He was married, and leaves 
three children. Newcastle Journal, 2 September 
1915 
 
Two Malton brothers have also lost their 
lives. Private Harold Matthews was killed near 
Paisey on September 20 by a German shell while 
digging a trench. His brother, Lance-Corporal Ernest 
Matthews, recovered the body two days later and 
buried it in the Paisey church yard. A month later, 
on October 18, Ernest was killed in action. Both 
belonged to the 9th Lancers, which they joined at 
the same time, and each leaves a widow and one 
child. Yorkshire Evening Post, 4th November 1914 

 
Mr. J.A. Robinson, the Prudential Assurance Co.'s 
superintendent for the Malton district, received 
official notification through the war Office of the 
death in action of his son Pte. Alfred Robinson of 
the 5th Yorks Regiment, which took place on 25 
April 1915. He was only 17 when he enlisted and had 
worked at Boulton & Cooper, auctioneers. The 
newspaper reports contain letters from a soldier 
friend, Company commanding officer and the 
Commander of the Battalion. Initially Pte. Robinson 
was reported as wounded. Yorkshire Gazette, 26 
June 1915 
 
Sec-Lient. Raymond Galtry, younger son of Mr. 
Charles Galtry, tailor, of Malton, has been killed in 
action. He had risen from the ranks Yorkshire 
Evening Post, 18 October 1917 
 
We regret to state that news has been received to 
the effect that Sergt. Percy Fewster Kendall, 
Malton, 5th Yorkshire Regiment, has died in hospital 
from wounds received whilst fighting in France. It 
will be remembered that in our last issue we 
announced that he was suffering from wounds and 
was then in a critical condition. Under date Jan. 27th 
last, Mrs Kendall, who lives with her little daughter 
in Wheelgate Square, has received the following 
letter signed by D. Ellis Rowland:- "Dear Mrs 
Kendall, - As Church of England Chaplain here (with 
the british Expeditionary Force, France), I have the 
sorrowful duty to write to inform you of the death 
of your husband. He was admitted into this hospital 
a few days ago with a gunshot wound in the back, 
and his case was quite hopeless from the first. 
However, we have the best of surgeons in this 
hospital, and after being operated on he regained 
consciousness. I first saw him on Saturday, and last 
saw him about 11.30 last night. He died about 
12.15. He naturally suffered a good deal, and his 
death at least was a happy release. He had every 
comfort and every attention. We often had prayer 
together during those days he was here. I buried 
him to-day, with another of his comrades, in a 
soldier's grave, in the cemetery attached to the 
hospital. May God, who has called him away to His 
service, be your protector and give you consolation 
in your sorrow. - Believe me, yours faithfully, D. Ellis 
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Rowland." The deceased was a native of Malton, but 
was for a time in the Police Force at Otley. He 
returned to Malton about four years ago, and for a 
time held an appointment as attendant at the 
Norton Picture House. Malton Messenger, 5 
February 1916 
 
Mr James Lawty, tailor, Greengate, Malton, has 
received news from the War Office, York, that his 
son, J.W. Lawty, who was in the King's Own 
Yorkshire L.I. was killed in action in France on July 
1st Malton Messenger, 5 August 1916 
 
Pte. Reginald Ward, Worcestershire Regiment, son 
of Mr. J.W. Ward, cabinet maker and furnisher, and 
Mrs. Ward, Newbiggin, Malton, was killed in action 
in France on 26 April. He was formerly in a labour 
battalion. In Civil life he assisted in his father’s 
business. Yorkshire Gazette, 18 May 1918 
 
News has reached Malton of the death in action of 
Pte. Charles Wardill, of the Australian Field Force, 
son of Mr. J. Wardill, of Malton. At the outbreak of 
war he was farming in Australia and he travelled 
over 1,000 miles in order to enlist. Some time ago 
he was reported ‘missing’ but word has now been 
received from the War Office that the unfortunate 
soldier was killed in action Leeds Mercury, 21 March 
1917 
 
Much sympathy is expressed locally with Mr. 
George Simpkin Cattle, Town Clerk of Malton, and 
Mrs. Cattle in their having received official 
intimation that their son, Pte. Walter Cattle, 
Scottish Rifles, has been missing since since 6 April. 
Walter was the last of five brothers to join up, and 
is but 20 years of age. He was on the staff of 
Beckett’s Bank. Yorkshire Gazette, 18 May 1918 
 
Missing 
Second Lieutenant George Ernest Kirby was 
reported missing and a telegram to that effect was 
sent by the Secretary of the War Office to his 
mother (who ran a watchmaking and jewellery 
business in the Market place). The newspaper 

coverage includes a photograph and biography and 
a report from his Commanding Officer including 
information that a colleague had seen a shell strike 
him Yorkshire Gazette, 5 August 1916 
 
Wounded 
Prior to his enlistment, William Gilroy was 
employed at Robsons Garage in Castlegate. While 
fighting in Ypres he sustained horrific injuries and 
was brought back to England and taken to hospital 
in Cardiff. Malton Messenger, 22 May 1915 
 
News has been received that Private Albert Ellis of 
Malton who is at present serving with the 4th West 
Yorks Regiment has been wounded during his 
fighting with France Malton Messenger, 7th 
November 
 
Mr and Mrs T Armstrong, of Belmont ter., Malton, 
received official information on Thursday that their 
son, Private E.F. Armstrong of the 2nd Duke of 
Wellington's Regiment, had been shot in the right 
arm, and was in hospital. Private Armstrong was 
wounded in December, and returned to the fighting 
line about the middle of May after recovering from 
shot wounds in the left shoulder Yorkshire Gazette, 
26 June 1915 
 
Mr. Sleightholme Sturdy, of Castlegate, has received 
information from a Kirbymoorside chaplain that his 
youngest son, Corpl. Jack Sturdy, York and 
Lancaster Regiment (Machine Gun Section), has 
been wounded in the hands and feet, and admitted 
to hospital in France. Corpl. Sturdy was wounded 
the first time 15 months ago. Yorkshire Gazette, 29 
June 1918 
 
Mrs Perrin of Greengate, Malton, received 
information yesterday that her son, Private Harry 
Perrin, of the 5th Yorkshire Regiment, (T.F.), had 
been killed in action. Deceased who was in his 23rd 
year had been formerly employed in the Rosedale 
Iron Mines, and had joined the 5th Yorkshire six 
months before the outbreak of war. Sheffield Daily 
Telegraph, 17 June 1915
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